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28 August 2003 
The District Court at Manukau 
Not Applicable 
Devil's Playground 

Optical disk Asian title - disk reference number PI 2 

Not Stated In English 

Not Stated In English 

Not Applicable 

Not Applicable 

VCD 

Japan 

Japanese 


Components of film originally examined: 


Feature: 

Devil's Playground 

Running Time: 

53.30 

Trailers: 

Telephone Sex Notice 

Running Time: 

1.47 



Total Running Time: 

55.17 


Excision/Alteration: Not Applicable. 


Reason(s) for Excision: 

Not Applicable. 
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Classification Decision: 


Objectionable. 

Display Conditions: 

Not Applicable. 

Descriptive Note: 

Not Applicable. 


Direction to issue a label has been given on: Not Applicable. 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The VCD entitled Devil's Playground\ also known as Optical disk Asian title - disk 
reference number PI2 is classified as: 

Objectionable. 

The publication is objectionable because it promotes and supports the exploitation of 
young persons for sexual purposes and the use of violence and coercion to compel 
persons to submit to sexual conduct. It also tends to support the use of urine in 
association with degrading and/or sexual conduct. 

The primary focus of the publication is the sexual violation and rape of females, who 
present as young persons, by males. Almost all of the males also present as young 
persons. This sexual violence takes place within the context of a storyline, which is 
difficult to follow as it appears rather obscure, and because dialogue is in Japanese. 
The material is clearly intended to be sexually arousing and upholds the notion that it is 
acceptable for males to engage in sexual activity with women and girls against their 
will, using violence if necessary. By presenting this behaviour as sexually arousing, it 
is implied that sexual violation and rape are appropriate and legitimate stimuli for male 
fantasy and sexual stimulation. A depiction of urination as an act of punishment and 
humiliation, although not presented as sexually arousing in itself, results in the 
publication tending to support the use of urine in association with degrading conduct, 
and with sexual conduct, by virtue of its inclusion in material that is intended to be 
sexually arousing for the viewer. 
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The classification of the publication interferes with the freedom of expression, as 
outlined in si4 of the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990, but this is an outcome that 
is consistent with Parliament's intention that publications falling under s3(2) of the 
Films, Videos and Publications Classification Act 1993 be deemed objectionable. The 
classification is also a reasonable limitation on the freedom of expression that reflects 
the concern of "a free and democratic society" to limit the availability of publications 
that promote or support, or tend to promote or support, the exploitation of young 
persons for sexual purposes, the use of violence or coercion to compel any person to 
participate in, or submit to, sexual conduct, and the use of urine in association with 
degrading conduct or sexual conduct. 
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